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Mission

Å Encourage a carpet recycling industry within which highest 

environmental value technologies are supported

Å Stimulate end markets for carpet recyclate through technical research 

and promotion to key industrial sectors

Å Address technical problems in the recycling of carpet waste

Å Expand the variety of collection channels and take-back logistics

Å Lobby for favourable policy 



500,000 tonnes of carpet waste 
arising in the UK every year 

Post industrial 
10,000t

Post 
installation 

20,000t

Mixed 
synthetic
280,000t

Wool rich
125,000t

Carpet Tiles 
65,000t

Post 
consumer 
470,000t



UK Carpet Waste Facts

Å ~ 10% residual waste in civic 
amenity sites

Å4.2 tCO2e saving for every tonne 
recycled 

ÅLow recycling rate ~2%



Carpet Waste Flows



Recycling Rates



Policy Drivers

Transition to a low-carbon economy

Landfill diversion targets for local authorities

Landfill tax escalator

ñHalving Waste to Landfill by 2012ò Construction Industry Commitment

Product Level ïproducer responsibility & retailer take-back

DEFRA consultation on landfill ban for textiles ïMarch 2010

Flooring Resource Efficiency Plan ïWRAP/BRE funded - Sep 2010



Å60development trials across a range of end uses 

ÅSaving manufacturing members £85,000 in landfill costs

Å£70,000 external funding for 7 projects 

ÅLead role in the carpet and carpet tile Material Action Plans 

ÅLobbying of DEFRA & WRAP for support to develop recycling 
routes for carpet waste

ÅEnvironment Agency exemptions for use of wool cropper dust 
in container growing media & for synthetic shred for equestrian 
surfaces

Carpet Recycling UK achievements 2009



Specialist carpet  

recyclers increased 

from 6 to 16



OUTLETS, OUTLETS, OUTLETS



Our work:

Å Trialling fibres as additives to 

large volumes of horticultural 

products; working with regulator

Å Work with members on pulling 

fibres for nonwovens

Outlets for  wool-rich carpet waste 



Case study 1 Animal Bedding trials

The Trial:

Cropper Dust and wool rich carpet shred 

supplied to farm as animal bedding

Manure  samples taken , and analysed for 

nutrients,  to determine:

o Suitability for spreading on land

o Synthetic content of manure

Results:

Excellent livestock bedding; warm 

absorbent and comfortable

o Wool Rich Carpet Cropper Dust in manure in 

line with PAS 100 standard for compost 

(0.25% plastic by weight)

o Shred less likely to be suitable for land 

spreading with current legislation due to 

latex/PP backing


